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Retrospect  and  Prospect 

COLUMBIA  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY  is  facing 
its  110th  year  of  service  to  the  Church.  The  school 
session  of  1937-3  8  will  open  with  exercises  held  in  the 
Seminary  Chapel  at  11:00  A.  M.  on  Thursday,  September 
9,  at  which  time  the  opening  address  will  be  delivered  by 
Dr.  Ralph  Waldo  Lloyd,  President  of  Maryville  College, 
and  what  promises  to  be  a  large  entering  class  will  be 
matriculated.  During  the  following  week  special  devo- 
tional services  will  be  conducted  for  students  and  faculty 
members  by  Rev.  Daniel  Iverson,  Pastor  of  the  Shenan- 
doah Presbyterian  Church,  Miami,  Fla.  At  such  a  time  as 
this,  when  the  institution  stands  upon  the  threshold  of  a 
new  period  in  its  life,  it  is  especially  appropriate  that 
thought  should  be  given  to  significant  events  in  its  recent 
past,  and  to  the  promise  which  these  hold  for  the  future. 

Forward  Steps 

Immediately  following  the  removal  of  Columbia  to  At- 
lanta, the  coming  of  the  depression  and  the  passing  of 
President  Gillespie  resulted  in  a  period  of  debt,  difficulty, 
and  testing  for  the  Seminary.  We  do  not  say  that  this 
period  in  Columbia's  life  was  anything  like  as  serious  as 
situations  which  Dr.  Howe  faced  in  Columbia  or  Dr. 
Dabney  in  Hampden-Sydney,  nor  that  the  heroism  of  cur- 
rent leaders  is  comparable  to  theirs,  but  we  have  had  our 
problems.  This  bulletin,  however,  is  written  to  chronicle 
the  good  hand  of  our  God  upon  us  in  removing  many 
barriers  and  in  richly  blessing  this  vine  of  His  planting 
during  the  last  five  years.  Some  of  the  signal  milestones 
of  progress  are: 

Enlarged  Faculty  and  Curriculum 

The  visits  of  Rev.  Jos.  H.  Cudlipp  and  the  coming  of 
Dr.  P.  H.  Carmichael,  a  Doctor  of  Philosophy  in  Religious 
Education  from  New  York  University,  have  resulted  in 
additional  courses  and  enlarged  curriculum  in  Religious 
Education,  making  of  this  field  a  department  of  large  in- 


terest.  In  193  6  an  unexpected  gift  from  friends  in  the 
Church  made  possible  the  securing  of  Dr.  John  S.  Foster 
as  a  member  of  our  Faculty.  Dr.  Foster  has  brought  from 
his  thorough  scholastic  preparation  and  large  pastoral  ex- 
periences notable  qualifications  for  the  enlargement  of  the 
work  in  Homiletics,  Practical  Church  Polity,  and  Logic. 
The  offering  of  a  course  in  this  last  named  subject  is  in 
line  with  the  renewed  interest  in  this  great  discipline  now 
being  promoted  at  Virginia  and  Chicago  Universities,  and 
has  brought  favorable  comment  from  the  campus  of  the 
former.  Rev.  Russell  Johnson,  pastor  of  the  Oakhurst 
Presbyterian  Church,  has  for  the  past  two  years  served  as 
a  member  of  our  teaching  staff  offering  helpful  and 
acceptable  instruction  in  Public  Speaking,  and  is  this  sum- 
mer studying  at  Northwestern  to  increase  his  usefulness 
in  this  field.  Dr.  Chas.  A.  Sheldon,  Jr.,  one  of  the  South's 
leading  authorities  on  Sacred  Music,  is  freely  giving  his 
services  to  instruct  the  students  in  Music  and  Hymnody. 
These  additions  give  Columbia  a  Faculty  which  compares 
favorably  in  numbers  and  equipment  with  any,  and  a 
curriculum  which  is  well  suited  to  meet  the  needs  of  its 
students. 


Full-Time  Librarian 

In  making  the  magnificent  Library  of  the  Seminary 
available  the  work  of  re-cataloguing  all  volumes  accord- 
ing to  an  approved  modern  system  has  gone  forward  stead- 
ily for  several  years  under  the  competent  volunteer  assist- 
ance of  Mrs.  F.  C.  Talmage  and  Mrs.  S.  A.  Cartledge. 
As  one  of  the  first  direct  results  of  its  successful  financial 
campaign,  Miss  Harriet  Kehrer  was  added  to  the  Semi- 
nary staff  as  permanent  Librarian  in  September,  1936,  and 
as  a  consequence  of  her  efficient  service  remarkably  rapid 
progress  in  this  important  task  has  been  made  during  the 
past  year.  The  library  books  are  now  available  to  minis- 
ters living  close  enough  to  apply  for  them,  and  in  time  a 
full  extension  program  will  be  in  vogue  with  books  mailed 
back  and  forth  to  applicants.  New  books  and  periodicals 
in  increased  numbers  are  bringing  the  Library  abreast  of 
current  thought. 

Extension  Schools 

In  an  effort  to  serve  the  Church  the  Seminary  has  con- 
tinued its  policy  of  rendering  supply  services  in  pulpits, 
conferences,  teaching,  lecturing,  and  evangelistic  preach- 
ing. This  summer  every  member  of  the  Seminary  group, 
Faculty  and  students,  has  been  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  Church. 

A  particular  feature  of  the  past  few  years,  however,  has 
been  the  addition  of  special  forms  of  extension  work  to 
the  service  of  the  Seminary.  At  the  request  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Ministers'  Association  of  Atlanta  the  Seminary 
has  carried  on  an  extension  school  in  Atlanta  for  the  last 
three  years,  with  a  total  enrollment  of  more  than  five 
hundred  officers,  teachers,  Auxiliary  workers,  and  Young 
People's  Leaders  from  the  Atlanta  churches.  Two  Pastors' 
Institutes  have  been  held  in  May  just  after  Commence- 
ment; and  three  Institutes  for  Country  Church  Ministers 
during  the  Winter.  These  opportunities  for  special  study 
have  been  well  received  by  our  ministers  and  plans  call 
for  the  repetition  of  the  Rural  Pastors'  Institute  in  193  8 
at  the  same  time  as  the  delivery  of  the  Smyth  Lectures. 


Balanced  Budgets 

Four  years  ago  it  was  realized  that  the  budget  must  be 
balanced  if  the  Seminary  was  to  be  maintained.  Faculty 
and  administrative  officers  took  voluntary  reductions  of 
forty  per  cent,  every  corner  was  cut  close  so  that  by  careful 
economy  and  earnest  appeals  the  budget  of  Columbia  The- 
ological Seminary  was  balanced  and  has  been  balanced  these 
four  years. 

All  Debts  Paid  in  Full 

The  costs  of  building  in  Atlanta  and  accumulated 
deficits  had  left  the  Seminary  with  debts  of  over  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  This  incubus  meant  a  heavy  drain 
for  interest,  made  it  difficult  to  secure  endowment  funds, 
and  invited  pessimism.  The  campaign  for  the  Seminary 
carried    through    in    1936    has    completely    liquidated   this 

indebtedness.     Columbia  faces  the  future  with 

the  Slate  Clean.  Indeed  payments  on  the  campaign 
pledges  have  already  been  made  in  sufficient  amount  to 
wipe  out  the  debt  and  to  substantially  increase  our  en- 
dowment. The  removal  of  interest  on  debts  and  the  in- 
creased returns  from  endowment  have  correspondingly  im- 
proved the  institution's  support  and  enabled  the  Board  to 
restore  a  part  of  the  salary  cuts.  The  Seminary's  endow- 
ment remains  inadequate,  however,  and  its  further  increase 
is  one  of  the  immediate  and  essential  goals  of  the  insti- 
tution. 

Results 

Among  the  results  which  will  naturally  follow  from 
these  great  accomplishments  several  are  worthy  of  note. 
First,  we  may  properly  expect  the  ghost  of  a  removal  or 
a  merger  of  Columbia  with  some  other  seminary  in  an- 
other location  to  be  forever  laid.  Second,  we  believe  that 
the  progress  Columbia  has  made  will  fill  the  hearts  of  her 
friends  with  encouragement  and  zeal  in  sustaining  the  sup- 
port and  in  completing  the  endowment  of  the  institution. 
Third,  these  advances  will  react  upon  the  constituency 
leading  to  an  increased  flow  of  students  through  the  halls 
of  our  Seminary.     The  loyalty  of  her  members,  the  confi- 


dence  of  her  friends,  and  the  evident  blessing  of  God  upon 
her  life  and  labors  are  a  convincing  demonstration  of 
Columbia's  usefulness  to  the  Church  and  of  her  place  in 
the  work  of  the  Kingdom. 

These  definite  advances  in  the  life  of  the  institution — 
many  of  which  have  come  to  us  without  our  having  had 
any  reason  to  expect  them — are  surely  grounds  for  an 
abundant  gratitude  on  our  part  and  should  stimulate  every 
friend  of  the  institution  to  renewed  faith  in  its  future 
and  renewed  activity  in  its  support. 


